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GENERAL EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 


The statistics shown in this report include government as well 
as nongovernment shipments of merchandise from foreign countries 
to the United States. However, American goods returned by the 
U.S. armed forces for their own use are excluded. Shipments into 
the United States from Puerto Rico and from U.S. possessions and 
shipments between these outlying areas are not reported as U.S. 
imports, but imports into Puerto Rico from foreign countries are 
considered to be U.S. imports and are included in this report. 
Merchandise shipped under customs custody through the United 
States in transit from one foreign country to another is not 
reported as imports. Effective with the statistics for July 
1965, the data in this report exclude information on all imports 
valued $250 or less. From January 1958-June 1965, the statistics 
excluded information on imports valued under $100 reported on 
formal immediate consumption entries and information on imports 
reported on informal entries (items valued not more than $250). 
Effective January 1962, warehouse entries valued under $100 were 
also excluded. Articles not of cotton but classified for customs 
purposes as cotton articles by similitude to cotton under the 
provisions of the Tariff Act of 1930 (as amended) are also ex- 
cluded. 


The general import data represent total arrivals of imported 
goods (except for intransit shipments), i.e., merchandise released 
from eustoms custody immediately upon arrival plus merchandise 
entered into bonded storage warehouses immediately upon arrival. 
These data differ from statistics on an import for consumption 
basis shown in most U.S, import statistical publications which 
represent imports of merchandise entered into U.S. consumption 
channels, i.e., merchandise released from customs custody im- 
mediately upon arrival and merchandise withdrawn from bonded 
storage warehouses for release into domestic consumption chan- 
nels. 


It is the objective of the compiling procedures, insofar as 
practical, to include shipments in the general import statistics 
for the month of import, which, in general, is based on the date 
of filing of the immediate consumption or warehouse entry.! How- 
ever, because of processing problems, there has always been a 
carryover of a small percentage of items from the proper month 
to a subsequent month (usually the month immediately following). 
The amount of this carryover was increased a few years ago in 
order to take advantage of early release dates made possible 
with the use of electronic equipment. 


SOURCE OF INFORMA TION 


The source of information for all of the imports included in 
this report is the import entry (various customs forms), which 
importers are required to file with Collectors of Customs. Effec- 
tive January 1962, statistical factors of country of origin, net 
quantity, value and commodity classification are verified by 
customs examiners on formal consumption and warehouse entries 
(verification of items valued $250 and under was discontinued 
effective July 1965). The statistical copy of the entry is cor- 
rected by the examiner if he finds that it does not accurately 
reflect the information called for by the statistical require- 
ments. 


COMMODITY INFORMA TION 


Data on imports of cotton manufactures are presented in terms of 
the 64 commodity categories of cotton textiles enumerated in 


1 lFar shipments by vessel, merchandise is not included in the statistics 
prior to the date of formal entrance of the vessel (i.e., the date of the inward 
Customs manifest for the vessel), 


Appendix 3 to the GATT statement of July 21, 1961, entitled "An- 
rangements Regarding International Trade in Cotton Textiles," 
and in terms of more detailed commodity classifications within 
each category. Effective September 1963, imported merchandise 
is being reported under the statistical classifications in the 
Tariff Schedules of the United States Annotated (TSUSA). 


QUANTITY INFORMATION 


The quantity reported in the statistics is in terms of the units 
of quantity set forth in Appendix 3 (see above) for the cotton 
textile categories. In instances where the reported quantity for 
a TSUSA commodity number is in terms of a unit of quantity other 
than that required for the category, the TSUSA quantity has been 
converted to the category quantity through the use of factors 
supplied by the Business and Defense Services Administration of 
the Department of Commerce. For groupings of commodities for 
which the unit of quantity pounds is reported, the weight repre- 
sents the net weight of the commodity rather than the weight of 
the cotton component of the commodity only. 


Abbreviations for units of quantity are shown immediately after 


the commodity description. The abbreviations being used are as 
follows: 


Abbrev. 


Description 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 


The country reported in the statistics as the country of origin 
is defined as the country where the merchandise was produced or 
manufactured. Where the country of origin is not known, the 
country of shipment is shown and footnoted in this report. Coun- 
tries are reported as defined in Schedule C, Classification of 
Country Designations Used in Compiling the United States Foreign 
Trade Statistics. Country names which are abbreviated in this 
report to save space are shown in full in Schedule C, together 
with descriptions of the countries, adjacent provinces, terri- 
tories, islands, or other areas considered a part of the country 
for statistical purposes. Schedule C is published as a part of 
TSUSA. A separate edition of Schedule C is also available free 
upon request to the Bureau of the Census. 


SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMA TION ABOUT 
IMPORT STATISTICS 


A complete discussion of the compilation procedures and coverage 
for import statistics in general will be found in the Foreword 
to the latest edition of Foreign Commerce and Navigation of the 
United States. (Copies are available for reference at public 
libraries.) Information of value to users of foreign trade sta- 
tisties (such as changes in type of shipments covered by current 
statistics, unusual shipments, problems of valuation, classifi- 
eation,etc.) is included in the monthly issues of Report FT 125, 
United States Imports of Merchandise for Consumption. Reports 
providing additional detail compiled but not published can be 
obtained on a cost basis. For further information regarding 
reference copies of tabulations or the availability of special 
reports, request should be made to the Bureau of the Census. 
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